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OUR AIM 
“TO PROMOTE ALL FACETS OF FLYFISHING 

AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP” 

Club Postal Address Club Inc. 
 
 

Devonport Fly Fishing Club Inc. 
PO Box 956 

Devonport Tas 7310 
 
 

www.devonportflyfishingclub.net.au 

Please send articles to either of the 
following: 

 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Stephan Muther 
38 Morris Avenue 

Devonport TAS 7310 
Email: 

dffc.newsletter@internode.on.net 

 

BRONTE CAMP STARTS 8th January 2012 

OUR NEXT MEETING DATE IS: May 26, 2011 
 

At the Devonport Library Meeting Room 7:30pm (Side Entrance) 

Office Bearers 2010 – 2011 
Patron Ashley Artis 

President Reid McLachlan  6496 1768 

Senior Vice President Brendon Keep  0417 392 446  

Junior Vice President Peter Burr  6424 8287 

Secretary Norm Day  6425 3150  

Treasurer David Best  6424 6628 

Security Officer David Best  6424 6628 

Librarian Malcolm Murray 0408 130 092 64284071 

Newsletter Editor Stephan Muther   6423 6610  

Booking  Officer Barry Jacobson 6272 2597 0409 947 185 

Bronte Camp Contact Peter Burr  6424 8287 

Life Members Mr. George Surman 

 Mr. Peter Burr 
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May 7 th     Sheep manure working bee – Wesley Vale 8.15 am 

May 12 th Fly tying - Devonport Library 7.30 pm 

May 21st-22nd Liawenee Trout Weekend  

May 21st-22nd Working bee at the Lodge 

May 26 th  General Meeting - Devonport Library 7.30 pm   

January 8 th  Bronte Fly fishing camp 
 
 

Note from the editor 
 

We had a great one fly competition at Reid's dam. The 
fish are in good shape and we witnessed some good 
fights.  
As you can see from the calendar there is still a bit of 
activity coming up.  
Stan will tie flies as usual on the second Thursday of 
the month. 
I hope a few members make it to join the working bee 
at the Trout weekend.  
Our next meeting will be interesting as Mr. John Diggle 
will be our guest speaker.  
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DEVONPORT FLY FISHING CLUB INC. 
General Meeting held on 28th April 2011 

 
The meeting was opened by President Reid McLachlan who welcomed 
members and guests.  
 
ATTENDANCE:   26 
 
 
MEETING OPEN:    7.40 pm.  
 
APOLOGIES:  Max French, Percy Gardner, Roy Whybrow, Danny 
Thomas 
 Moved C Morley, and seconded by M Murray that the apologies be 
accepted. Carried 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES:  Moved S MacAualy, seconded A Maney  that 
the minutes of the previous meeting as circulated was a true and accurate 
record. Carried. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING:  Held over to later in the meeting 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:  Moved D Best, seconded  S Laskey that the 
treasurer’s report be accepted and accounts passed for payment. Carried. 
  
CORRESPONDENCE INWARDS:  
Central Highlands Council   -   purchase of recreation ground 
Corkhill & Assoc.   -   land sale 
Harcourts   -   land sale 

     
CORRESPONDENCE OUTWARDS: 
John Diggle    -     request for him to be a guest speaker 
NWFFC   -   invitation to attend meeting with John Diggle. 
Bryan Green   -   support for Todd Lamberts letter re Arthurs lake    
Moved M Murray, seconded J Burr  that the inwards correspondence be 
accepted and the outwards confirmed. Carried 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE:  
John Diggle, the Director of Inland Fisheries will be guest speaker at our May 
meeting, NWFFC members also invited. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
SHACK 
Working bee 21st & 22nd May for general cleanup 
 
CAMP COMMITTEE:  
Arrangements made to attend Liawenee weekend. 
 
FISHING:    
One fly competition at Reid’s dam went well. 30 in attendance, 22 fish caught all in good 
condition, 2 lbs+. Wayne Bellette was winner. 
David Best has had good action in Four Springs just on dark including one 8 lb. 
Norm Day advised fish rising in Arthurs in early April. 
Graeme Bourke catching cocky salmon in the Leven, 30 in one session.. 
 
FISHING TRIPS:  
A day on the Leven River. Those interested to let G Bourke know and he will advise best 
time to have session. Need a fast sinking line. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  
Bagging sheep manure on 7th May. Meet 8.15 am at Wesley Vale shop. 
Bring lunch & shovel. Lucky prize of $50 voucher to Central Highlands 
Lodge. 

Doo Gun returned Lodge key. Discussion as to position of key for 
Launceston members. Extra key to be left at Central Highlands Lodge 
only for benefit of Launceston members. Barry to tell people where they 
can collect key from when booking in. 

We are to approach Essential Fly Fisherman in Launceston to ask if they 
will give a discount to our members. 

Barry Whiteley memorial plaque to be unveiled at Huntsman Lake this 
Saturday at 12 noon at BBQ area. 
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Discussion as to problem with growth of fish in Peter’s dam. Very poor 
size compared with same fish in Reid’s dam. We to investigate removing 
some fish to another dam. Agreed to reduce numbers by catch and keep 
fishing at the start of next season. In Reid’s dam can keep 1 fish per 
person, as a means of slowly reducing numbers to ensure enough food for 
remaining fish.  Also agreed to keep a log of all fish taken from our dams 
as a way of monitoring them. 

 

MEETING CLOSED:  9.55 pm 
 
 

Unpaid Lodge Bills 
 

Please pay all bills before the end of 
this month as David has to give the 
books to the auditor.   

 

Allan Ekert (FFF CCI) 
 

Congratulations to Allan who is well known 
especially to the participants of the last Bronte 
Camp. He was one of the casting instructors who 
passed on his knowledge to the more experienced 
group. Allan past his Federation of Fly Fishers 
Certified Casting Instructors certificate with 
honours. Well done Allan.  
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One fly competition 2011 
 
As mentioned in the minutes, we had a very successful 
one fly competition. It was good to see that we had a fair 
number of our Hobart members attending. Big thanks to 

Reid and to George for the catering. David Best donated the rainbow trout 
for the raffle which was  won by Tony Scott. On the last picture are Peter 
Burr and Wayne Bellette who caught 4 fish each.  
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Our Best Trip Ever (Part 2) 
By John Clark 

 After flogging our shoulders off at Arthurs for two days, and the 
sun breaking out, we’d decided to polaroid “out west”. We’d be 
subtle, sneaky, cunning. None of this ripping teams of flies through 
the chop across the snouts of marauding browns. We’d pinpoint 
slowly cruising fish in gin clear aqua and watch it’s response as our 
fly settled gracefully in front. That was the plan anyway. And that 

brought us to Ada. 
  
The fishes’ instinct driving it 
to eyeball my offering was 
still overriding the instinct to 
eat it and the hesitation had 
my heart in my mouth which 
is not a good place for one’s 
ticker to be for very long. 
After skipping a few more 
beats, the brown suddenly 

made up its mind and charged the fly, with its white maw wide and 
monstered it. Though it had all the time in the world to pick off a fly 
that wasn’t going anywhere, it murdered the poor thing in its effort 
to eat it. There was no need to strike, because the fish was now 
racing away pulling green Rio Trout LT behind him. Knowing that I 
had a knot in my six pound leader that I hadn’t bothered to fix 
(there’s a lesson to all the boys and girls out there) I determined to 
land the fish on my now three pound equivalent. 
  
The fish made its way to the middle of Ada, while our friend the 
wind pushed us further on our journey toward the edge and I wasn’t 
gaining an inch. In fact, the backing was now beginning to show. I 
consciously backed off my efforts further as now the fish was 
towing the resistance of 90ft of fly line through the water. For some 
reason I couldn’t understand, the 6 weight wasn’t making any 
progress. I grimly hung on, propping the butt of the rod against my 
elbow to rest my forearm and onward we sallied, towing the fish as 
we went. 
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After some time, I was confused to see a tail in the air, and then a 
fin. The experienced reader will know what was happening, but in 
the fray things weren’t adding up. I was winching the fish toward us 
for some time and noticed he was going sideways like a P plater 
driving a V8 at a B&S ball. The penny dropped. He was foul 
hooked! Closer now, I saw the dry six inches in the air above him 
and I knew my glister seals fur nymph was probably only just 
hanging on, like the tick I found in my back picked up in scrub near 
Merimubla just before 
Chrissy. 
 

Eventually the battle was 
won. Not by the fish this 
time, but by this very 
relieved angler. First fish 
out of Ada, and to all those 
who say it doesn’t count 
because it was foul hooked, 
I bet you would have! 
 

A visit to Little Pine on the way back saw us catch the tail end of a 
dun hatch and miracle upon miracle, the fish were actually eating 
them! Nonetheless, they were still tough to catch as is the way there, 
and we only managed two each (three of those fell to the nymph) 
equaling our previous bests. Little Pine maintains its mystique for 
us, remaining a nut to be cracked at a later time. But thus is the lure 
of fly fishing. 
 

By Sunday, our shoulders were in need of respite. The sun was 
����������	�
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���
�����	�
Arthur for one last hurrah but he was grim and if we hadn’t cleaned 
up two days prior, we could have sworn there were nothing 
piscatorial in there bar the two slabby old fish that I managed to 
raise from their lairs that would have eaten a chalk duster such was 
their desperation. We bailed early. 
 

Still. Thirty nine fish between us for a three night trip, made this 
one, our best ever. 
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Stop smoking 
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“Hi Stefan and fellow fishers, 
Just thought you would all like to know, Regina and I have been on 
Champix for five weeks, a very effective aid to cease smoking 
cigarettes….three weeks ago we had our last cigarette…I suspect 
this might not only lead to a longer lifespan fishing for trout…but my 
odds may improve as I am about to prove the theory that the 
absence of cigarette smell on your fingers (and hence your tackle) 
improves your chances of catching trout…tight lines everyone. 
 
John Christian”  
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Fishing the Leven for Aussie Salmon 
 

The following two photos were mailed to me by Graeme 
Bourke.  

 

When targeting Aussie Salmon, you can also expect 
some by catch in the form of pike or barracouta.     


