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OUR AIM
“TO PROMOTE ALL FACETS OF FLYFISHING
AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP”

Club Postal Address Club Inc.

Devonport Fly Fishing Club Inc.
PO Box 956
Devonport Tas 7310

www.devonportflyfishingclub.net.au

Please send articles to either of th
following:

Newsletter Editor

Stephan Muther
38 Morris Avenue
Devonport TAS 7310
Email:
dffc.newsletter@internode.on.nef

BRONTE CAMP STARTS 8th January 2012

Office Bearers 2010 — 2011

Patron Ashley Artis
President

Senior Vice President  Brendon Keep

Junior Vice President  Peter Burr
Secretary Norm Day
Treasurer David Best
Security Officer David Best

Librarian

Newsletter Editor
Booking Officer
Bronte Camp Contact Peter Burr

Life Membels

Reid McLachlan

Malcolm Murray
Stephan Muther

Barry Jacobson

Mr. George Surman

Mr. PeterBurr

6496 1768
0417 392 446
6424 8287
6425 3150
6424 6628
6424 6628
64284071
6423 6610
0409 947 18
6424 8287

0408 130 092

6272 2597

OUR NEXT MEETING DATE IS: April 28 2011

At the Devonport Library Meeting Room 7:30pm (Skgigrance)
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Members and their wives are invited to attend a BBQ to be held in
conjunction with the Meander Club to unveil a plagu e in memory of
Barry Whitely. The BBQ commences at 12 Noon on Satu  rday 30th
April. Barry was a staunch member of both Clubs.

Daylight savings indicates the end of the season is near. But it also indi-
cates that fly tying is going to start soon. Stan will have the first session
on the 14™.

Danny Thomas suggested that interested members might like to join the
Fly Tyers Club in Burnie. Interested people will miss out on the April ses-
sion (11.04.2011) but should have a chat to Danny. More details are in
this Newsletter.

The one fly competition will be the last fishing trip for this season. | hope
to see many members on the day.

Our Mentor program is not taking off at all. Please think about becoming
a mentor. You don't need to take a person fishing every time you leave
your house. You are the one who decides when, where and with whom
to go fishing. Contact Norm for further information

Peter Burr received the Bronte Camp photo 2011. Please contact him by
phone or by email (pdburr@bigpond.com) if you wish the photo emailed
to you.

Don't forget the sheep manure working bee, which was shifted to 8"
May. The more we are the easier it will be and the quicker we will be
done with the job.

Tight lines



DEVONPORT FLY FISHING CLUB INC.
General Meeting held on 31 March 2011

The meeting was opened by President Reid McLacklemwelcomed
members and guests.

ATTENDANCE: 26

MEETING OPEN: 7.35 pm.

APOLOGIES: M Murray, R Holbrow, G Gillard
Moved D Thomas, and seconded by P Burr treaafiologies be
acceptedCarried

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Moved S MacAuley, seconded A Maney that
the minutes of the previous meeting as circulatad avtrue and accurate
record.Carried.

BUSINESS ARISING: Held over to later in the meeting

TREASURERS REPORT: Moved D Best, seconded M Hulsman that
the treasurer’s report be accepted and accounsegésr payment.
Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE INWARDS:

Inland Fisheries - Liawenee weekend details

AAT - minutes of meeting

Bruce Hutchinson - found fishing box

Karl Montgomery - membership application

AAT - Meander Access brochure

AAT - Letter to Minister as to Arthurs Lakeigation water
Fremantle Media - Farmer wants a wife

Inland Fisheries - Meander River brochures

Barry Jacobson - Gift voucher re donated byhany Mignani
Fly Fish Australia - invitation to Fly Fishirgkill acquisition day




CORRESPONDENCE OUTWARDS:
Bruce Hutchinson - reply to his email
Karl Montgomery - membership application form

Moved S Laskey, seconded C Morley that the inwaoisespondence be
accepted and the outwards confirm€drried

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE:

Camp committee to decide if we attend Liawenee eeek

Resolved that we write to Minister in support odidmbert’s letter about
maintaining the level of Arthurs Lake, despite &mmouncement on TV

news tonight.

Resolved that the Gift Voucher be given as a lutbgr prize at our next
working bee.

REPORTS:

SHACK
P Burr reported on a very successful working baé W8 to 14 attendees.
Most of the work on the list was completed includin

2 loads of gravel were spread (another load ngeded

Power points installed and moved

Rocks placed around deck

Doors painted

Firewood moved (thanks to Ballarat members)

CAMP COMMITTEE:
No report

FISHING:
A number of members reported on improved fishing Springs
Norm a successful late trip to area south of theeBeaks

FISHING TRIPS:
One fly competition on Sunday " April at Reid McLachlan’s place, 78
Goss Road Railton. 11am until 3 pm, BBQ lunch pedifor $3.00




GENERAL BUSINESS:

Working bee to bag sheep manure on tH&&gril. To meet at the Wes-
ley Vale shop at 8.15 am. Bring your lunch and gthov

George reported that this is the last time we bellselling sheep manure
as our supply of free bags is exhausted, and h&ardare too old to con-
tinue. Over the years George estimates he has thaggksold 3,800 bags
initially at $4 each and now at $6. This has mafifgnced the building
of Devon Lodge.

Resolved that we purchase 200 metal badges at 8336

Danny invited our members to the North West Flyhkig Club’s fly ty-
ing nights held each fortnight.

First fly tying night on the 12 April, tying a nymph.

Ideas as to future guest speakers discussed. Suggesere: Bryan
Green, Neil Grosse, Simon Taylor, Nigel Forteatbh Sloane, Steve
Suitor, John Knowles, John Diggle, Carp eradicatfficer.

The Secretary is to invite John Diggle to be ggpsiker at our May
meeting, or later meeting if that date is not saé@aTo invite North West
Fly Fishers club members to attend that meeting.

GUEST SPEAKER:
Athol and Norm gave a brief report on their redeiptto the shaky isles.

MEETING CLOSED: 9.45 pm

1°' Fly Tying session in 2011

Stan Laskey will host the fly tying night on1April. The flies we will
tie are going to be nymphs.

Materials needed are: Size 12 hooks for nymphsytaubbing, copper
wire and brown or black thread.

You don't need to have a vice and tying tools . jdust come around,
have a look, try and get hooked. The club has asfeave vices and tools
that can be used for the night. There will be hedExperienced fly tiers
around who are more than willing to help novicesigg started in a fan-
tastic new hobby.



North West Fly Tyers Club

North West Fly Tyers Club meet every second Monday night. The
next meeting is 9" May starting at 7 pm till 9 pm. Venue is at the
Grange Resources pty Itd, 60 Wilmot street which is on the corner
of Wilmot Street and Alexandar Street. Use the back entrance
which can be accessed through the car park. To keep expenses
down people can car pool. You can meet Danny Thomas at the
Burnie post office. Ring Danny Thomas at 64354240 or
0429027904 or Max French 64423272 for additional information.

Sheep manure working bee
| received the following mail from George:

“On Saturday the 7th of May we are bagging Sheepura This will be
the last time as we are retiring.

Please come and help us. Meet at the Wesley Vale &t8.15am. You
will need your lunch and a drink.

For more details contact George”

We should be able to get a few people togetheelip Beorge. The more
we are the quicker the job is done. Bring a shovel.

Anthony Mignani a member from Ballarat donated alblar voucher for
food or accommodation at the Central Highland Loddee voucher will
be a lucky door prize at that working bee.

Lost and found
The Club received the following mail:

“Sir, My son has found a fishing box which | suspect is of some
value. There is ( | hope) a notice in the found section of the
Advocate today (Fri) or Saturday. | did a Google search for fishing
clubs on the coast and could only find the Devonport Fly Fishing
Club — it is possible the item may have been lost by one of your
members. You can email me, or ring me on 0419367074, or Ron
on 0364923161, for further information.

Regards Bruce Hutchison”



Trip to Lake Burbury fly-fishing.
By David Best

Tuesday 1st February Noel Walker, Anthony Maneyh Btarke
and myself travelled to Queenstown then onto Gostwemwhere our
fishing trip began. On arrival ~*
the house where we were
stopping Charlie Bicanski
showed us to our room, (he
indicated that he had the :
honeymoon suite). We made
our beds and thought about
going fishing. The wind was s
strong it would blow the hair
off your head so we decided
stay at the camp and attack
early next morning.
Wednesday morning the alarm went off at 4am, soveuall went and
checked the weather and it appeared O.K., so amsamere on the water
still dark but you could see daylight coming.
Bob and Noel went in their boat and Anthony and elfysent in my boat
down the section they call the Nelson. Max, PelRryy, Barry and
Wojtek went up towards
the Darwin dam end and
found plenty of fish taking
midges from the top, they
indicated to us that they
were very hard to catch.
Bob, Noel, Anthony and
myself travelled up
towards the top end of the
Nelson and found plenty of
fish again taking midges.

- = Once again we tried to

catch them but we had no luck. | was trying toAyethony onto them by
using the electric motor. He landed one nice fisapprox 750grms and
another small fish that we let go. Bob and Noel fusdchasing these fish
around without success but overall we had a veoglgoorning. At about
10am we decided to go back to the camp and haedfiast. We did
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intend to go back out but around 11am the windugoand we had to
settle for a kip. Evening came and we went outragest on the edge of
the Nelson we saw quite a few fish but again imve luck so an early
night. Percy was the only one to catch a fish tingtht.

Thursday morning 4am out again breakfast then dovwhe lake by 5am
up the Nelson to see if we could find fish chasmdges, we saw plenty
of fish but, we would move to the area and theyldwtirise again, so we
would be on the lookout for another feeder. Thatmmy we saw plenty
of small fish about pan size but we were lookingth® bigger ones. Max
and Roy had more luck
Roy bagged two nice fish
and Max had a better
morning catching seven
but only brought three
home the other too small.
Percy caught one nice
fish. Barry, Wojtek, Bob,
and Noel didn’t have any
luck at all, but still had a
good time.

Thursday evening again

decided to give it away and home sweet home we tadriietween our
legs (no fish).

Friday morning once again up at 4am on the lakBdmg we decided to
go different ways, some went up the lake some oferst down the Iake
with not a lot of luck. Max e \ . ) ~ €2
Roy, Brendon, Percy, No¢
plus Anthony and |
decided to go to the Crott
dam wall where fish were
sighted the morning ,_
before, we fished hard up
against the dam wall and 3
saw plenty of fish but
again hard to catch.




After about one hours fishing we decided to goinuhe middle of the
lake. Where Percy and Noel were fishing we coudaseery large wind
lane and once we came close to it we started tfise@Ne chased fish
for about one hour before Anthony caught a bedutiinbow approxi-
mately 3lbs but in very good condition. We kephiigy the area and An-
thony hooked into another not as big but as watldittoned fish. The fish
were still very active but very hard to catch blbad an enjoyable morn-
ing although not a lot of fish caught. By this timiethe morning, ten
o’clock the wind started to blow so back to the pam

Friday night Percy and Max put a small pig on thié for us to eat, it was
delicious especially with all the trimmings, baksalids, carrots, cauli,
broc, and potato bake, it would make anyone’s maater. The meal
they prepared was for 12 people, Anthony did theiog then everyone
helped themselves. Charlie reckons it was the Biggeal he had ever
seen and we all agreed, home to bed for anothlgrraarning.

Saturday morning agaln up early and out fishinggyo find wind lanes
with no luck, the wind
came at about 8am so back
to the camp we went. After
a bite to eat and a talk
about the mornings fishing
the weather changed for
the worst, it started to real-
ly blow and the clouds
started rolling in and
looked very much like

rain. Charlie and Max had
decided that they had had
enough and were ready for home, so we decidedltsvfand packed our
car and headed for home.

In conclusion we had a very good five days fishadyip very much
worthwhile, the social side was excellent especiatiday nights feast
and the talk around the table. We must thank Plerclyis hospitality,
when any one of our party went to his house there avtea or coffee on
the table, a great week.
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Talbot’'s Lagoon
By David Best

The Devonport Fly fishing Club was invited to Taflsd.agoon on
29/2/2011 to have our annual fly-fishing compefitigith the Burnie
members, eight members attended and stayed fovabkend. The com-
petition started Saturday but most of us went adayrto have a look
round and go fishing.

On arrival we were greeted by Max French with aubeéul fish weighing
approx 3.5lb cleaned, this made us very keen tcaviiee and try our
luck. We fished the area called Silver Plains e plenty of fish well
out of our reach approximately two casts away, thege feeding on duns
and small black beetles and often took a damseWWly fished for a cou-
ple of hours without luck but the rising fish cémtg made us keen. We
decided to travel back to the lodge where we wexgrgy, had early tea
then go back and try our luck.

In the evening when we returned fish were stilhgsbut as before a little
way out. We were hoping they would come in closews could cast a
fly to them. An odd one moved in and | was luckgegh to bag a nice
brown on a royal wolf. We again fished for somediand it was almost
dark when | caught another very nice fish on Masnieéh’s mud eye pat-
tern weighing approx 3lb. The other members fromaddgort didn’t have
any luck.

Saturday morning we were fishing by 6.30am, thigkive would see fish
cleaning up the insects from the night before bigt didn’t happen. We
hardly saw a fish, and the fish we saw were farobueach, but like all
fisherman do we stuck at it, with no luck. At 11am decided to go and
have a meal and talk to the Burnie boys who fishillgoon often asking
them what fly they were using and did they bag f@sty. Most were like
us, no luck. In the afternoon we tried other aneiis no fish. The wind
got up and it became very hard fishing. One ofBhimie members
caught six and another caught five mainly on dsfl(some fisherman
arelucky). Also one of the Burnie members brougétsbn along and he
caught two very nice fish showed us up completaly,never the less we
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had a good day. Stuart McAulay had one on andtl@gtat’s fishing).
That evening we talked about the day’s fishing whik Burnie group till
very late, a good social event.

Sunday morning some of us went fishing, the weatfaer bad, wind and
showers uncomfortable to fish. After two or threeits we decided to
give it away and head back to the lodge pack uphaad for home.

Overall we had a good weekend fishing and goodaseeent, | have
booked my bed for next year.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

DEVON LODGE NOTES

Members using the Lodge are asked to NOT leavshmsles in the refrigera-
tors at any time. (even if the fridges are beirigda). On several occasions re-
cently, part cartons of milk have been left behihile you may have good in-
tentions (i.e leaving it for the next Lodge occupdeaving perishables just
means that someone else eventually has to dispasédt onay be a week or two
before someone else takes up “residence”!

Also, Lodge users have been changing over gaebdtit no apparent reason.
Please do NOT do this. Leave the bottle selectiwe\set where you find it oth-
erwise we will finish up with TWO empty gas bottl&hould you need to
change over bottles because the “in use” bottletiesyplease contact the Book-
ing Officer immediately to ensure he is aware @ftieed to organize a replace-
ment bottle. The current bottle in use is the LERRd bottle (when facing them
outside) and based on historical gas usage, tbidahast until January 2012
(or even longer). Just because the RH bottle mag haen in use when you
were last at the Lodge does not mean it is stll‘th use” bottle.

Finally, another working bee will be held at thedge on the weekend of May
21/22. This is also the IFS Liawenee weekend. Tmeeopurpose of this work-
ing bee is to give the Lodge an extensive cleaatupe end of the brown trout
season. Windows will be washed, kitchen floor sbagb(including behind/
under) fridges & stove, bench tops scrubbed, fedmed oven cleaned etc and
any perishables in the cupboards will be throwntouminimize the chance of
attracting mice etc. Please bring buckets, cleadioths and any cleaning prod-
ucts you think might be handy.

As well as cleaning the Lodge, we will be rotati@dub members (2-3 at a time)
between the Lodge and Liawenee where we will benmngour usual stand to
publicise our annual Bronte Fly Fishing School
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February Working Bee at the Lodge

The last working bee was well attended with a lot of jobs complet-
ed.

A very big help was Reid's tip ute which saved us from pushing
many wheelbarrows.

Reid will also arrange to bring his block splitter to the next working
bee as we have plenty of timber from the two felled trees to be
split.

Some impressions:
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.Our Best Trip Ever (Part 1)
By John Clark

The fish materialised in the crystal water out ofvhere. Well, to me it
did anyway. Maybe an angler skilled in the art oligpoiding would have
seen it coming, but I'm not. And | didn’t. But weth saw it hit the
brakes and menacingly ascend to the fly, and agiyaeyeballed it. It
looked like a white pointer doing a deadly figurgh¢ underneath a Bondi
surfer. My heart skipped a beat. It was a big istould it take or
wouldn’t it?

Nathan Bishop and | were standing on his boatemtiddle of Lake Ada
on a bright sunny Saturday. We’d cruised the |lomaf of it and only

managed to spook some small
‘ fish, and were now exploring the
. upper reaches where it was deeper
S

and weedier. We hadn’t run much

- of arisk of catching anything at
= this stage bar the one that Nathan
= had pinged on dodgy tippet, but
=== we didn’t care. We were on a
high.

Two days prior, we’d driven up
the lakes on the back of a “should be a good dynTtiarsday” weather
prediction from a certain Mr. Jacobsen and arriaedrthurs late
afternoon. It was obviously we were late becaugbeaboat ramp, anglers
were already leaving, one gutting seven or eigte fish and stowing
them in an Esky.

Undaunted we launched in the drizzle to find a $pweradic duns popping
in the cowpaddock and tied our three flies on I@aglers, selected a little
patch for ourselves among the armada of boats egarbto drift. A few
hours later, we were pulling out ourselves witha@reven dozen boated
between us, having also missed quite a few thetd-@aver our flies, or
slashed, or were pricked and then gone.

That night back at Devon Lodge, keen to hone owiyndiscovered loch
style mojo, we slid Highland Gold Volume 2 in and dur homework.
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That night back at Devon Lodge, keen to hone owiyndiscovered loch
style mojo, we slid Highland Gold Volume 2 in and dur

homework. Then into the DVD player went Trevor s fly tying and
we were whipping up fresh ammo for the next dayl wll past
midnight.

Whilst the hatch on Friday wasn’t as prolific, ahd wind whipping up
slightly stronger we did even better.
Oddly, the methods and flies we were
using had to change every couple of
hours, because what worked earlier,
| stopped working necessitating a
switch in setup. Being overcast, the
claret flies worked a treat. Emergers,
a=d shaving brushes, dabblers, the claret
carrot, and nymph on the point all
took a turn at being the Killer fly.

Lunch on Friday formed a memory that will stickftéen foot leaders and
three flies tend to snag everything in a boat enraly day, so while
cracking my can of Parsons Rice Cream (it's thelkgst thing | can
swallow because no chewing is involved) I'd thromm leader onto the
water upwind to avoid tangles. Now the savvy readleady knows what
happens, but it's the way it happened that makes mhemorable.
Halfway through inhaling my lunch, the reel startedcream and if that
wasn’'t enough the rod made like lan Thorpe offliteeks at the Olympic
Games getting halfway over the side until a simmdtaus lunge from
Nathan and | arrested it just in time. Rice crebew fall up the side of the
boat and bang the line broke and all went quiet.

Very quiet.

The shock of it all took some time to subside andlined and consoled
myself while cleaning Nathan’s freshly rice crearbedt.

In a dun hatch, two blokes in a boat can get platgn. It's not every day

“There’s a fish in front of us!”

“Well get your flies out there mate and cover himirged generously.
15



A gentle pull on the flies saw a three pound fisme up so hard, it
actually cart wheeled tail over head in an acredatige for the fly. My

fly.

The line came up tight and peeling more from tted, the fish put its
back into it racing around the rear of the boatgs stranded up on top of
the cabin at the bow) taking the taut line undaimaad “twang” it was
gone. | was shattered. Nathan was protesting.

“That was my fish!”

“But you said there was two, so | figured we’d botver them.....".

“Nah, the other fish was miles off!”

Oops. Sorry mate. But eighteen boated betweenrubdalay was the
best fishing we’d ever had, more than making ugHerones lost, pricked
and stolen.

(to be continued)
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One fly competition 2011

After the successful fishing trip in February Reid offered to have the
one fly competition at his dam (78 Goss Road, Railton).

The Competition will be on 17" April starting at 11:00 am till 3:00
pm. In between we are going to have a lunch break from 12.00 to
1 o'clock.

The fee is $ 3.00 which will cover the costs for the barbecue. Bring
your own drinks.

It will be catch and release with barb less hooks only. If you lose
the fly you will be out of the competition
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