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OUR AIM 
“TO PROMOTE ALL FACETS OF FLY FISHING 

AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP” 

Club Postal Address Club Inc. 
 
 

Devonport Fly Fishing Club Inc. 
PO Box 956 

Devonport Tas 7310 
 
 

www.devonportflyfishingclub.net.au 

Please send articles to either of 
the 

following: 
 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Stuart MacAulay 
45 Stephen Street 
Forth TAS 7310 

Email: smac1954@bigpond.net.au 

 

BRONTE CAMP STARTS Sunday 8th January 2012 

Office Bearers 2011 – 2012 
Patron  Ashley Artis 

President  Tony Scott  6491 1874  
Senior Vice President  Reid McLachlan  6496 1768 

Junior Vice President  Brendon Keep  0417 392  446  
Secretary Norm Day  6425 3150  
Treasurer  David Best  6424 6628 

Security Officer  David Best  6424 6628 

Librarian  Malcolm Murray 0408 130 092 64284071 

Newsletter Editor  Stuart MacAulay 0419813654 64282754  

Booking  Officer  Barry Jacobson  0409 947 185 

Bronte Camp Contact  Peter Burr  6424 8287 

Life Member s Mr George Surman 

 Mr Peter Burr 

 Mr David Best 

OUR NEXT MEETING DATE IS: October 27, 2011  
 

At the Devonport Library Meeting Room 7:30pm (Side Entrance) 
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Calendar of Events 
2011/2012 
Reid’s Dam Saturday 8th October at 3 pm, Bring food & drink for a meal  
afterwards. 
Four springs on Wednesday 12th October at 4 pm  

Peter’s dam on Sunday 23rd October at 8.30 am 

Little Pine on the long weekend, 5th, 6th and 7th November 

Club Dinner at Villaret Gardens: - Friday 18th November, 6.30 for 7pm. 

January 8th Bronte Fly fishing camp 

January 31st fishing week at Lake Burbury 

Thursday 16th February, Friday 17th February and Saturday 18th February 

2012 Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships.  

May 19-20th IFS Liawenee weekend/Devon Lodge Cleaning 
(Dates to be confirmed) 

Notes from the Editor 

Subscriptions Payment  - Members who have not paid their subs by 
the end of October will not continue to receive the newsletter nor will they 
be eligible to utilize Devon Lodge except as a guest of a financial     
member (and will have to pay the higher guest rate) 

Newsletter Delivery Method  - To the members that receive their 
newsletter by Normal post (snail mail) that have access to email and 
would like to receive future newsletters via faster email – contact Barry, 
David, Norm or George. 

Essential Fly Fisher Shop, Launceston :  Members are reminded 
that the Management  Nick Martin & Ross Pullin will provide you with a 
10% discount on all purchases with the exception of Fly Rods upon  
Presentation of your current DFFC Membership card.  

Lodge Key in Launceston  - Daniel Hackett of the newly opened FlyShop 
1864 has kindly agreed to hold a Lodge key for the convenience of Launceston 
members. The shop is situated at 45 Cameron Street (phone 6334 8368). At this 
stage, the shop is only open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
10:00AM to 5:30PM and on Friday from 9:00AM to 6:30PM. 
Bookings must be made through the booking officer prior to picking up a key. 
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DEVONPORT FLY FISHING CLUB INC. 
GENERAL MEETING HELD 29TH SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
The meeting was opened by President Tony Scott who welcomed  
members and guests.  
 
ATTENDANCE:   33 
 
MEETING OPEN : 8.50 pm.  
 
APOLOGIES:  : M Hulsman, M French, M Jones, R Holbrow, D Gardner,  
C Kuns, I Pickford, A McPherson, J Burr 
Moved B Jacobsen, and seconded by A Maney that the apologies be accepted. 
Carried 
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES:  Moved G Bourke, seconded M Murray that the  
minutes of the previous meeting as circulated was a true and accurate record. 
Carried. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING:  Held over to later in the meeting 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:  Moved D Best, seconded R McLachlan that the 
treasurer’s report be accepted and accounts passed for payment. Carried. 
  
CORRESPONDENCE INWARDS:  
M Crosse   -   confirming attendance as guest speaker at next meeting 
Dennis B   -   thanks for help in selling fly tying equipment 
D Hingston   -   asking for membership form 
P O’Donnell   -   new address 
C Sadler   -   checking we still taking applications for Bronte camp 
J Balnaves   -   interested in joining club 
E O’Donnell   -   proposing Paul Bushong as a member 
Central Highlands Council   -   copy of shack plans 
AAT   -   road closure to Pine Tier 
AAT   -   copy of Ringarooma Water Management report 
AAT   -   copy of responses about boat ramp at Paloona 
IFS   -   notice of subdivision at Bronte Lagoon, and IFS’s response 
Dep’t of Education   -   use of meeting room 
Dep’t of Economic Development   -   details required for pamphlet 
State Library asking for copy of June newsletter 
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CORRESPONDENCE OUTWARDS: 
B Gooch   -   thanks for use of his dam on opening day 
T Berne   -   thanks for speech at last meeting 
AAT   -   our response to Paloona Dam boat ramp 
D Hingston   -   sending membership form 
P O’Donnell   -   details of club bank account 
C Sadler   -   confirming Bronte camp applications are still open 
J Balnaves   -   sending him details of the club 
E O’Donnell   -   advising Paul Bushong is welcome to join 
IFS   -   thanks for forwarding details of the Bronte subdivision 
Central Highlands Council   -   asking for copy of shack plans    

   
Moved R McLachlan, seconded G Bourke that the inwards correspondence be 
accepted and the outwards confirmed. Carried 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE:  
Peter Burr reported on Bronte subdivision discussions, and advised owner has 
given permission for use of site for next year’s camp. 
Discussion held as to finding an alternate Camp site if necessary. Possible sites 
would need clearing and sowing down at least a year in advance. It was resolved 
that alternate sites at Bronte Lagoon be inspected during next year’s Camp. It 
was resolved that a delegation of Peter Burr and those members of the executive 
as are available meet with the Minister, Bryan Green, to discuss the situation. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
SHACK: 
A key is to be left in Daniel Hackett’s fly shop, Launceston for the convenience 
of our Launceston members 
Reid suggested an alternative access method, installing a combination strong 
box with the key in the box. Barry is to check with a locksmith as to the 
 practicality of this method. 
To look at draft proofing front and back doors. Now Wayne has plans of the 
shack, plans for the front entrance extension can be progressed. 

CAMP COMMITTEE:  
Applications are coming in and everything is under control. Max French has  
offered to arrange a pig roast on a spit for the Thursday night for the whole camp 
at a cost of about $5 a head. It was resolved that this was approved. 
George requires volunteers to tow two toilets to and from the Camp. He is also 
looking for six plastic pallets on which to store the marquee. If anyone can help, 
please contact George. 
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FISHING:    
The weather has not been favourable. 
Meander River trip had good weather and good water to fish, but not much  
success. 
Reid’s dam trip saw 9 fish 2lb to 2.5lb, in good condition. 
Glen reported whitebait are in the rivers and trout feeding on them. He also  
reported on success in a tributary to the Leven River. 
Graeme caught one and had action on the dry in the Tyenna River. He has also 
found cocky salmon near the mouth of the Leven River, but they are down deep. 
Norm has caught fish on the edge at Arthurs, but a lot have not stuck. 
 
FISHING TRIPS:  
Reid’s dam - Saturday 8th Oct. at 3 pm. Bring food & drink for meal afterwards. 
Four Springs on Wednesday 12th October at 4 pm 
Peter’s dam on Sunday 23rd October at 8.30 am 
Little Pine on the long weekend, 5th, 6th and 7th November 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

After discussion it was resolved that this Club accept responsibility for looking 
after the competition on Little Pine Lagoon at the Commonwealth Fly Fishing 
Championships. Members present indicated at least 15 were willing to volunteer, 
and 4 could provide boats. Norm to notify Brett of our decision. Details to be 
included in our next newsletter, with names of those volunteering to be taken at 
our October meeting. Those who wish to volunteer, but who will not be at that 
meeting, are to inform secretary Norm by that meeting. 

Fly Casting Championship report. Seven members competed, we finished 3rd. 
Also had other members there supporting. It was a good day & learning  

experience.Roy has suggested monthly practice, one month at Waratah, and the 
other at Reid’s dam. 

Barry suggested we look at entering the Theo Brun Shield competition which is 
between clubs Australia wide, but each club holds their own event and results 
submitted to determine places. 

It was resolved that the Club Dinner be at Villaret Gardens (on the Kimberley 
Road) on Friday 18th November, 6.30 for 7pm. Numbers required by next   
meeting. 

David to try and arrange for either Joe Riley or Ian Donnachy as guest speaker. 
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Norm reported that he had it on good authority that the operator of the           
pump house at Arthurs Lake proposes carrying out works which will mean the 
loss of five parking spaces and will intrude substantially out in to the car park 
restricting access to the boat ramp. 

It was resolved that we raise this with AAT and MAST with a copy to the IFS. 

Norm is to contact Justin about appointing a club member to be responsible to 
update our website in a timely manner. Barry said he has the necessary software 
and is prepared to take on this role. 

Ideas called for future guest speakers at our meetings. Reid suggested next    
winter that we invite Shaun Cossie to speak about servicing outboard motors. 
Glen is to talk to an acquaintance who does fish mounting. Stan suggested Joe 
Polowski from the ambulance service about first aid. 

It was resolved that we purchase the remainder of Ashley Artis’s stock of flies 
(about 2,000) at $1 each. 

MEETING CLOSED: 10.37 pm 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

Before the meeting, Malcolm Crosse and Brett Fazackerly spoke about the  
Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships and outlined what our club could do 
to help. They set out in detail the duties of Controllers. They were hoping that 
our club would take responsibility for the competition at Little Pine Lagoon. 

EFT Payments  - If paying by electronic funds transfer, please    ensure 
that you use your SURNAME in the reference  and include the word 
“Membership”  (or an abbreviation) in the reference field. You should 
also send an email to David Best with your name and current address 
details to enable your membership card and receipt can be mailed out. 
 
“If you are paying a Devon Lodge invoice  by EFT, please follow the 
instructions on the invoice; i.e. include the invoice number and your    
surname in the reference field .” 

Bank Details : 
Bank: MyState 
BSB: 807-009 
Account No: 51164930 
Account Name: Devonport Fly Fishing Club Inc 
Email Treasurer: David Best <davidjb@westnet.com.au > 
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Trip to Railton Club Dam 28/08/2011 
The Sunday dawned fine and sunny despite the forecast of a cold front 
with 60kph winds gusting to 120kph and showers becoming rain during 
the day. This forecast probably resulted in the meagre attendance of six 
club members plus two guests. 
Fishing started shortly after ten am with a guest hooking up a 2 1/2 lb 
rainbow shortly followed by other attendee’s successes. Notable efforts 
for the day were John Burr hooking up with his second or third cast and 
Stuart MacAulay catching three. 
A total of nine fish were taken, 2 around 2 1/2 lb and the rest 3lb to 
nearly 4 lb, with one being kept. All fish fought extremely well and were in 
very good condition. The best fight was a fish foul hooked in the dorsal 
fin by Geoff that just would not come to the net. While attempts were   
being made to land this fish two other trout were observed several times 
swimming with it. 
Light rain commenced late morning and progressively increased in      
volume resulting in most retiring for a late lunch. Then shortly after all 
departed the rain bucketed down! As John Burr said “It was a great 
morning!” 

ANNUAL DINNER  
An invitation to the Devonport Fly Fishing Club annual dinner 

Friday 18th November 2011 
At Villaret Gardens, Moltema (Kimberley Road) 

6.30 pm for 7.00 pm 
Finger food;   choice of 4 mains;   choice of 4 desserts;    

tea, coffee and chocolates 
Cost $32.00 per person 

 

Numbers are required at our next meeting on 27th Oct. 2011.   
If you are attending, but will not be at the meeting, let Norm 

Day know at nandpday1@bigpond.com or telephone 
64253150. 

It would be appreciated if payment for the dinner could be 
made at our next meeting. 
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SOUTH SHAKY ISLES 2011 – Part 2 (Conclusion) 
 
We then decamped and our last base was a Hydro house in Twizel (similar town 
to Poatina). There are many dams and canals in this area, and large lakes which 
are aquamarine in colour because of the glacial silt. On arrival we were         
informed that the fishing was hopeless because all the rain meant large          
discharges from the glacial lakes with all the rivers and other lakes full of     
glacial silt. Our investigations confirmed these reports, it being impossible to 
see into the water in any of the places we fished. 
At Lake Aviemore there was a high cliff face and from its top we spotted a few 
fish cruising along the edge, where the water was not so coloured. One large 
fish had a beat cruising up and down that shore. Two of us spent over an hour 
trying to catch that fish, casting down the 6 metre cliff face and continually 
changing our flies as this fish either ignored the fly or looked and turned up his 
nose and continued on. Athol eventually got a fish on, but it was a small 2 
pound rainbow. While Athol was playing that fish, the large fish came right past 
the hooked fish and kept swimming past without being the least bit disturbed. 

 
On our last day’s fishing, we found a shore of Lake Benmore where a small 
clear stream flowed into the lake creating a clear patch of water. We fished the 
area in the morning in the rain with squally wind. I had a good fish on for a 
while, but as per my luck on this trip, he got off. We returned to the same area in 
the late afternoon, and as the wind had died, the area of clear water had          
increased. In the next couple of hours on this river delta, we saw 50 + fish    
cruising, some in the 6 pound + size. This was some of the most exciting, and 
frustrating, fishing I have ever had. The fish were that skittish, that even if we 
were behind the fish and behind a bush, as soon as you lifted the rod to cast, it, 
and other fish in the vicinity, took off. I then tried ambushing fish by getting 
ahead of it and putting the fly out and waiting for the fish. This resulted in either 
the fish seeing the inert fly and taking off in fright, or coming up to inspect the 
fly and then turning away in distain.  We eventually landed a 2 pound rainbow, a 
very poor return for the number of fish we fished to. 
On arriving back at our house we found a note from our landlady informing us 
that there had been a big earthquake in Christchurch, and the airport was closed. 
We had not felt the earthquake, but that probably explained why the fish were so 
skittish that afternoon.  We were scheduled to travel to Christchurch next   
morning, to stay overnight in a motel near the airport ready to fly out at 6 am 
next morning.  We spent the evening watching the live telecast from          
Christchurch, wondering what we should do.  
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From the reports of the destruction it sounded as if our motel would be out of 
action, and there was no indication as to when the airport would re-open. They 
said there was no running water and the sewerage system was destroyed and 
people would have to dig a hole in the backyard to use as a toilet. 

We eventually made contact with the motel and they said they had not sustained 
any damage and we could spend that night there, but if our plane did not fly, we 
could not stay another night as they were booked out with emergency workers. 
We were in a quandary, we could stay where we were for a few extra nights, or 
we could travel to Christchurch and hope our flight left the next day. By midday 
we heard that the domestic terminal had opened, but not the international       
terminal. It was hopeless trying to find out about our flight because when we 
rang Air N Z we only got an automated service which would only give details 
for flights day not for flights for the next day. We decided to risk it and drove to 
Christchurch that afternoon. We were not able to fill up our hire car with petrol 

because the few petrol stations open had cars queued for kilometres. We also 
had trouble finding an evening meal because all restaurants and hotels were 
closed until their gas lines were checked. After driving around for some time we 
found a greasy joe that was open. Not the best meal we had. 

In our motel room we felt a number of aftershocks. There would be a noise, a bit 
like muffled thunder, and then everything would shake. Because we had to leave 
for the airport at 4 am, we went to bed early. Our motel said that they would  
organise a taxi to take us to the airport next morning and give us a wakeup call 
at 3.30 for a 4 am taxi.  In the middle of the night the telephone rang and I     
answered presuming it was our wakeup call. As I was about to hang up, I heard 
someone speaking. It was reception at 11.30 pm advising they were having  
trouble getting a taxi because taxi telephone services were out. They were only 
able to get one for 3.30, was that alright. I had no choice but to agree, but after 
being woken up from a sound sleep, I could not then get back to sleep.           
Fortunately, I arose before the 3 am wakeup call as the taxi arrived at 3.10 am 
because they were so busy. Athol had just got to the bathroom and we had to 
rouse him out and into his clothes so we did not miss our ride. 
When we arrived at the airport we still did not know if our flight was on. The 
terminal was full of people sleeping on chairs and the floor but thankfully our 
flight was on schedule. To get to our gate we had to pass through the duty free 
liquor area. Walking through there we found the floor sticky and squeaking. 
They had only just finished cleaning up all the mess caused by the broken bottles 
that fell in the earthquake. I presume that is why the international terminal 
opened later than the domestic terminal. 
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The lessons learnt at the time and from my reading since is that: 
· you need to fish early in the season because so many people fish the 

Angler Access points (and practice catch and release), that the fish are 
very educated; 

· you need very fine tippet material because the fish seem to see     
leaders; 

· time your trip to avoid flood conditions; 
· Spend time in the area so you can find out where and how to fish the 

conditions. 
 
It was a very enjoyable trip despite the poor fishing results, and the end of the 
trip was quite exciting even if a little nerve wracking. 
Norm Day 

COMMONWEALTH FLY FISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
To be held in Tasmania on Thursday 16th February, Friday 17th February and 
Saturday 18th February 2012. 
These championships involve 16 teams of 5 members each from                 
Commonwealth countries. 
The 5 venues to be used in the championship are: 

1. South Esk River  -  fishing from the bank 
2. Meander River  -  fishing from the bank 
3. Arthurs Lake (Cowpaddock area)  -  fishing from boats 
4. Woods Lake  -  fishing from boats 
5. Little Pine Lagoon  -  fishing from the bank 

On the Thursday and Friday there will be two sessions (9 am to 12 noon) and (2 
pm to 5 pm), and only a morning session on the Saturday. Saturday night is the 
championship dinner at the Launceston Country Club, to which the volunteers 
are invited for free. 
Our Club has volunteered to control the competition on Little Pine Lagoon. For 
this we need about 17 volunteers and 4 boats for each of the five competition 
sessions. The idea is to use the Lodge at Miena as our base as members can stay 
there each night. This reduces the travelling required. 
The duties of Controllers are not onerous, and there will be at least one      
workshop prior to the event to inform Controllers of their duties. No fishing 
skill is required. 
We need the names of those who can volunteer by our next meeting on the 27th 
October. If you wish to volunteer, and will not be at that meeting, let Norm Day 
know prior to the meeting – telephone 64253150 or 0427541601, or preferably, 
e-mail   nandpday1@bigpond.com. 
Norm Day 
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Photographs taken  by Editor  

Plaque unveiling—Barry Whitley      
Memorial, Huntsman Lake 

2011-12  
Opening Day Trout 

John Burr strutting his stuff 
for  

Peter Hayes—Tasmania Fly  
Casting Championships 

Some nice fish caught in local Dam 
by Editor later part of 2010– 11  

Season 


